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By Cheryl Perry
The Southern Pacific Railroad Depot was 
built in 1906 –1907 as a passenger depot and 
was originally located at 225 West Broadway 
directly across from Pacific Park (now Lincoln 
Park). It is the only historic train depot surviv-
ing in Long Beach. In 1936, when the Veter-

Carl Darrow House — Nearly Lost, Hopefully Found

Historic Southern Pacific Railroad Depot Being Saved

Historic photo of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad 
depot (left) in its original 
location on Broadway. 
(Courtesy of the Long 
Beach Public Library)

ans building was erected facing Lincoln Park, 
it was moved to 1475 San Francisco Avenue 
where it was used by the City of Long Beach 
as a laboratory for Herbert Goodall, the city 
chemist and testing engineer. Around 2000 it 
became a storage facility for the city yard, 
but the property was sold to a developer. The 
building was facing certain demolition but 
thanks to the efforts of Larry Rich and the Of-

fice of Sustainability, the depot is now going 
to be relocated to Willow Springs Park.  

The Willow Springs Park area, which is 
located between California and Orange just 
above Willow, was originally part of the 1882 
American Colony subdivision which com-
prised 184 twenty-acre farm lots. The 48 acres 
on which Willow Springs Park sits are part of 

By Maureen Neeley

It started innocently enough. The house at 
2546 Pine had been empty for a while, but 
was now on the market. Who  had owned 

it? Why did it look different from the other 
homes on the  block?  David and Michelle 
Behrendt lived nearby with their six children 
and were looking for a place for Dave’s 
dad, who needed a spot closer to family in 

Southern California. It seemed like a perfect 
fit. Along with David’s sister, they bought the 
house this past June, and proudly shared 
photos with friends, noting they were going 

(Continued on page 7)

Carl and Geraldine 

Darrow commissioned 

architect Paul Tay to 

design this three 

bedroom home with 

an abundance of 

cleverly conceived 

storage, built-in 

drawers, radiant floor 

heat, custom paneling 

and custom lighting.

(Continued on page 5)
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As summer winds down and we head into autumn, I think of harvest time and imagine the farmers who raised crops around Long Beach 
a hundred years ago, and how they brought them to market to sell, and then shop in some of the stores in the downtown buildings. 
Many of those buildings are gone, but many are still here. As preservationists we mourn the loss of any significant historic building, but 
we can either choose to focus on the losses or on those that have been saved. 

When you start to focus on the wonderful buildings and residences that still make up the unique character of Long Beach, not just 
in the downtown area but throughout the city, you begin to notice more and more historic structures as you drive or walk or bike down 
the city streets. I find myself saying “Wow – I don’t remember ever seeing that before.” Focus – that’s the key. Focus on the positive or 
focus on the negative – that’s our choice. We have so many beautiful examples still to focus on, so let’s give them the recognition they 
deserve.

Over the past decade there have been many wonderful restoration projects, both commercial and residential, which bear noting. 
Long Beach Heritage highlights just a few of these each year at the annual Awards Banquet in February. The award nomination forms 
were recently mailed out, so as you’re cruising through the city please take note of projects that you think deserve to be acknowledged 
and let us know. you are the eyes and ears of Long Beach Heritage. Please help us give recognition to these worthy projects by sending 
in your nominations.

— By Cheryl Perry

President’s Message

Victorian Christmas at the Bembridge House 
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The Victorian Christmas event at the Bem-
bridge House for 2014 will be held on the first 
Sunday in December ( December 7) from 
noon to four.

Rediscover the magic of an olde-tyme 
Christmas and experience a family-friendly 
celebration focused on the holiday tradi-
tions.  Our decorative theme for this year’s 
Victorian Christmas is “Santa Then & Now.”  
Once again volunteers from Long Beach His-
toric Districts, Community Groups, and Long 
Beach Heritage will have fun transforming 
the House into a holiday showplace, inside 
and out, and you will be dazzled by their ef-
forts.  yes, you will definitely want to see for 
yourself how much more enchanting the 
Bembridge House will be for Christmas 2014! 

The Victorian Christmas event is always 
open to all guests.  There will be refreshments 
and crafts for children in the Carriage House.  
The South Coast 
Chorale singers are 
being invited to re-
turn for Christmas 
caroling.  Don’t 
forget to bring your 
camera to take lots 
of holiday photos, 
too.

Remember - 
Victorian Christmas 
at the Bembridge 
House on Sunday, 
December 7, 2014 

from 12:00 to 4:00.  Reservations are $10 and 
may be ordered through PayPal at www.lb-
heritage.org.
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Linda Renner was awarded Volunteer of the 
year at Long Beach Heritage’s annual meet-
ing in July. Once again, the award was richly 
deserved!

How appropriate that this award was 
given to Linda in the setting of the spectacu-
lar earl Burns Miller Japanese Garden at Long 
Beach State — Linda is one of the hard-work-
ing volunteer gardeners at the Bembridge 

Linda Renner Awarded LBH Volunteer of the Year 
House. With her wealth of knowledge and 
expertise about plants, roses especially, she 
has been one of our tireless go-to people for 
the planning, care and maintenance of the 
home’s gardens. She also serves as a garden 
docent for our House tours. For school tours, 
Linda created a treasure hunt to keep the 
third grade students on task (in a fun way) and 
learning about the House’s architectural de-
tails and plantings. The treasure hunt is always  
a highlight for the children’s visits to the  
Bembridge House.

On a more per-
sonal note, Linda 
was a long-time 
friend of Dorothy 
Bembridge and has  
many wonderful 
stories and memo-
ries about Doro-
thy that she has 
shared with the 
House volunteers 
and visitors. Linda, 
too, has years of 

service on the Bembridge House Operat-
ing Committee. Because of all that she  
has done, Linda has truly enhanced the Bem-
bridge House Tour experience for everyone.  

Linda is definitely one of those people 
who is always there and willing to lend a 
helping hand. Due to her presence, the Long 
Beach Heritage team has gained much in-
formation and enhanced the Bembridge 
garden. Thank you Linda Renner, Volunteer 
of the year!  
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Chris Hogan and Linda 

Renner at the LBH  

Annual Meeting when 

she received the Volun-

teer of the Year award.

The LA County Court 

House building (left) 

on Ocean Boulevard. 

Restored camel mural 

(above) by Davies 

& McDonald on the 

Lafayette Hotel complex 

and featured on the East 

Village Walking Tour.

By Chris Hogan
Most of our members know that Long Beach 
Heritage conducts historic walking tours ev-
ery month. However, many do not know that 
the tours are free to LBH members. yes, that’s 
right — the tours are free to members!

On the second Saturday of the month, 
the east Village Walking Tour begins at 10:00 
a.m. and shows off the beautiful Art Deco 
and classical revival buildings around Linden 
Avenue between Ocean Boulevard and 4th 

Street. This tour lasts about two hours.
Then, on the third Saturday, the Down-

town Walking Tour begins at 9:00 a.m. This 
tour covers the historic downtown core, fol-
lowing the Promenade and Pine Avenue 
from 3rd Street to Ocean Boulevard. The 
oldest commercial structures (in a myriad of 
architectural styles) in Long Beach are seen 
on this tour, which lasts about two and a 
half hours. Both tours also include visits inside 
some of the interesting buildings. (LBH kindly 
thanks the owners/managers who allow us to 
go inside their property.) 

The tours have been updated and really 
are a lot of fun to take. Although the city has 

Long Beach Walking Tours Free to LBH Members

lost many older structures, there are many 
“preservation success stories” to enjoy today 
walking through these areas. Because of all 
the recent press coverage, the tours have 
become very popular with southland resi-
dents and their guests. Now, some tour do-
cents are working with the Long Beach Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau to create shorter 
and more specialized walking tours to fit the 
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needs of tourists visiting the area. 
So, relearn some of our community’s rich 

history and enjoy viewing up close the promi-
nent architecture of the city of Long Beach 
with a LBH Walking Tour. Walking Tours cost 
$10 for non-members, but they are free to 
LBH members. Sign up at the website (www.
LBHeritage.org) to make a reservation and to 
find out more information about each tour.
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Membership Report  — September 2014
PreservatioNist MeMBers aNd aBove
If your name is missing, check 
to be sure you remembered 
to pay your dues. Then, let us 
know. Mistakes are possible.

Benefactor
The Ackerman Family 
RMS Queen Mary

Sustainer
Kevin & Ana Maria McGuan
Melinda Roney & Walter Wojak

Associate
Bob & Nancy Latimer

Patron
Mike & Andrea Burrous
Kathleen Bursley
Rick & Bradley Hobbs-Seeley
Marsha Jeffer
Geraldine Knatz
Mary Lou Martin & Chris Byrne
Patty Moore & Jean Shapen
Terry & Anna ulaszewski

Contributor
Lynn Brandt
Betty Chaney
Dawna & Gary DeLong
Liz Handley
James Hayes & Cathy Keig
Chris Hogan
Louise Ivers & Allen Guerrero

Betty Mitchell
Maureen Neeley & Dan 

Roberts
Cheryl & Mark Perry
Jenny & David Shlemmer
Betty Sunofsky
Marlene Temple

Preservationist
Fran Abdoo
Sarah & Craig Arnold
Leslie Arrington
Barbara Barnes
Jill Anne Black
Barbara Blackwell
Barry & Kathy Blodgett
Michael & Kathleen Bohn
Susan Bradley & Richard Barta
David Breiholz
Kaye Briegel
Bobbi Burket
Claudine & Paul Burnett
enid Busser
Carheine Campion
Karen & Dick Clements
Sherry Cragg
Vicki & James Cunningham
Nanette Dahlen-wan
edna Dickson
Tami & Kevin Dowgiewicz 
Paul Dusckett
Judy edson
Robert elkins

Robert & Scarlett Finney
Kristi Fischer & Joe Vanderhorst
Kathie Fry
Janice Furman
Jonathan Glasgow, AIA
Kathryn Gregory & Richard Roth
Joan Gustafson
Steffie Hands
Rchard Harbaugh 
Larry Harma & Sharon Reece
Terry & Jeanne Harmon
Wendy Harn & Sasha Witte
Karen Highberger & Lou Gaudio
Harriett Ibbetson
Jeffrey Jeannette
Dan & Christine Jurenka
Harvey Keller
Rosemarie Kimmerle
Mary Klingensmith
Philip & Gillian Klinkert
Ruthann Lehrer
Jim & Kathy Lingle
Kimberly Littlejohn & Travis Hearn
Bonnie Lowenthal
Tom & Gina Rushing Maguire
Michele Marek
Tom & elaine Marks
Carol McCafferty
Janeice McConnell
John & Dianne McGinnis
Kelly Sutherlin McLeod
Mary Nan Meyer
Liz & Harry Minor

John & Marky Morel
Riichard Mosely
Marion Nickle
Meg O’Toole
Marco Pizzo & Jeff Mallin
Sharon & Ken Pleshek
Tim & Maria Price
Marshall Pumphrey  

& Roxanne Fitzgerald
Patricia Randolph
Catherine Raneri
Gary Roderick
Christy & Gary Roeber
John Royce & Kent Lockart
Heather Schaible
Janice & Bary Schlieder
Neil Schneider & Dwight Cook
Norbert Schurer & Susan Carlile
Iris & Dick Schutz
Pamela Seager
Patricia Sillerman
Renee Simon
Ralph Simonian
Dr. Matthew Sloan
Jean Bixby Smith
Julie Stindt & Jim Meznek
Michael Stugrin
Jan & Kirstin VanDijs
John & Patricia Walker
Joan Wells
Sharon Westafer
Linda & Morgan Wheeler
Zieba Builders
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Historic Southern Pacific Railroad Depot (Continued from page 1) 
lots #41, #50 and #59. This area was the origi-
nal site of an underground artesian well dis-
covered prior to 1882 and was the original 
water shed for Long Beach. These three lots 
were always reserved for the water company 
and were owned by the Water Department 
until 1996, when they were turned over to the 
City of Long Beach. The Railroad Depot will 
become the new Visitors Center for the park 
and will be next to the walking trail on a rise 
that is the highest accessible point in Long 
Beach, providing panoramic views of the 
city, adjacent to the place where a section 
of the Los Angeles Terminal Railroad Salt Lake 
Route once ran.

Thirtieth Street Architects, an architec-
tural firm that specializes in historic restora-
tion, has been hired as consultants in prep-
aration for the move and restoration of the 
depot. Two of their previous projects include 
the historic Whittier Railroad Depot and the 
Claremont Railroad Depot.

The depot probably was designed by 
Daniel J. Patterson, who was the chief archi-
tect for the Southern Pacific Railroad at the 
time of its construction. The Mission Revival 
style of the Long Beach passenger depot 
was typical of the decades of the 1890s and 
1900s when southwestern architects were 
looking back to the Spanish Colonial era for 

inspiration and early preservationists were 
impressed by the crumbling ruins of the Cali-
fornia missions. Very few depots from the turn 
of the century are still standing today. Long 
Beach is fortunate to have one of the few 
remaining examples of Mission Revival archi-
tecture. The building has been nominated as 
a City of Long Beach Historical Landmark.

This project is a wonderful example of 
adaptive reuse of an historic building and will 
hopefully be an inspiration for more projects 
of this type to follow. The move is tentatively 
scheduled for the middle of October. Check 
back on our website lbheritage.org or Face-
book for further updates.

By Maureen Poe
Just about everyone, young and old, remem-
bers the story of Cinderella, who after toiling 
to take care of her cruel stepmother and 
stepsisters, was whisked away in a pumpkin 
coach to an elegant ball where she met her 
Prince Charming. On July 12 at 5:00 p.m. a 
group of Long Beach Heritage members 
were taken by elegant bus/coach away 
from their hum-drum, everyday lives to an 
evening of musical memories. Their trip took 
them to Santa Anita Park for the “Festival on 
the Green.” Instead of the fairy godmother 
magically planning Cinderella’s evening of 
merriment, Mary ellen Mitchell and Javier 
Gonzalez arranged the wonderful evening 
in Arcadia.

Five concerts were scheduled by the 
California Philharmonic Orchestra at this 

Cinderella in Arcadia — An Evening at Santa Anita

venue during the summer, when the horse 
racing takes a break. As the concert-goers 
strolled down the steps and across the lawn 
guided by young ladies and gentlemen ush-
ers to the tables, a jazzfest was going on 
under the huge 
dome to start the 
evening’s music. 
each concert had 
a special theme for 
the selections that 
were played. This 
particular evening, 
“Cowboys and 
Copland,” was 
the musical focus, 
and on the playbill 
were old American 
songs from movies 
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California Philharmonic 

Orchestra at Santa Anita 

Park with LBH members 

in the audience.

that were recognizable, such as “Billy, the 
Kid,” “The Magnificent Seven,” “How the 
West Was Won,” “The Good, the Bad, and 
the ugly,” and “Rodeo,” as well as “el Salon 

(Continued on page 6)
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Mexico” rounding out the evening. Now into 
their seventeenth year of summer concerts, 
the Cal Phil was directed by Victor Vener, 
who added humor to each song introduc-
tion and looked for audience participation 
in guessing some of the pieces. As an added 
attraction, Cedric Berryback performed a 
musical rendition of Lincoln’s writing.

This particular Saturday evening, with 
its crystal clear backdrop of the San Gabriel 

Mountains and the sparkling sun fading into 
shades of apricot and grayish blue, show-
cased one of the world’s most beautiful race 
tracks. We sat back, enjoyed the delicious 
dinner provided, sipped our favorite drinks, 
and let the stress of the day pour out from us, 
as the calming effects of the music soothed 
us. Slowly the sun left the sky and the moon 
rose in all its golden glory, while the back-
drop turned from deep blue to black. under 

twinkling stars as the band played us a lul-
laby that once calmed us as children. 

For Cinderella and the concert goers the 
spell was broken too soon and we climbed 
back on the bus for the return trip home. We 
planned to return to this heaven on earth for 
another concert or to watch racing at the 
venue, including both the Santa Anita Derby 
and the Santa Anita Handicap. This night it 
was a magical place of music and mirth.

 By Chris Hogan
The media coverage on the Bembridge 
House has continued! In late July, the ABC 
Channel 7, program Eye on LA spotlighted 
the House in a show looking at the Los Ange-
les area’s “oldest and finest” structures. In ad-
dition to some of the city’s long-time restau-
rants and houses the program featured only 
three historic homes located outside of Los 
Angeles. The Bembridge House was in great 
company. The show included extensive shots 
of the House and an interview with me. (Who 
knew this job would turn me into a “celeb-
rity”?) Thank you, Channel 7 for choosing us! 
More inquiries for both movie and television 
location filming have occurred in the past 
few months.

Kudos need to be given again to the 

volunteer gardeners for their diligence in 
protecting the Bembridge House’s beauti-
ful gardens. Our new drip-irrigation system 
wasn’t enough to handle the recent summer 
record-breaking heat waves in Long Beach, 
so we’ve had to do lots of hours of extra wa-
tering. Happily, only a very few plants (and 
none of the roses) died from the heat. The 
gardeners will also be making succulent 
planters for the upcoming Victorian Christ-
mas. So, if anyone has any unused small plas-
tic planting containers or ceramic pots, we’d 
be glad to take them off your hands.

And speaking of hours of work, the 
Carriage House Quilters have been sewing 
hard to create another one-of-a-kind quilt. 
Last year the ladies were given 30 or so in-
dividual squares of Redwork stitchery, which 
were probably made in the early twentieth 

century. each charming square has either 
flowers or little girls representing the calendar 
months. Many years later, the Quilters have 
fashioned the pieces together with comple-
mentary red and white fabrics and backing. 
Soon it will become someone’s unique and 
treasured quilt.

In early September, the Bembridge 
House hosted its second wedding. It was 
another unforgettable day. In August, the 
couple who were married at the House in 
2013 (some of whose wedding photos are on 
the LBH website) returned for their first anni-
versary. yes, Gloria and Mario walked around 
the House and sat quietly together in the 
garden, no doubt remembering their happi-
est of happy moments from a year ago. The 
Bembridge House can truly touch your heart!   

Bembridge House News

Cinderella in Arcadia (Continued from page 5)

Historic Tile Tour in Downtown Long Beach 
Saturday, October 25, 1– 4 p.m.

Tour downtown with a tile historian and see a slide show of historic tile. 

Meet at the corner of Broadway and Linden in front of the Greenhouse Coffee Shop.

Members $15, Guests $20 

Attendance is limited. RSVP in advance is required to (562) 493-7019  
or mail checks to LB Heritage,

P.O. Box 92521, Long Beach, CA 90809
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to gut most of it and re-do the kitchen. One 
friend dialed in — “That looks a lot like one 
of those homes in the Ranchos area. Maybe 
it’s a Cliff May?” Cliff May? Michelle’s natural 
curiosity was piqued. She did some digging, 
finding ReMax agent  Rochelle Kramer with 
SoCal Modern. Michelle explained her situa-
tion and her suspicions that she might have a 
Cliff May house on her hands. “By the way,” 
she mentioned, “the construction crew is 
coming tomorrow to demo the kitchen.” Ro-
chelle practically flew to the house.

using city permit records, Rochelle de-
termined it was not a Cliff May, but an early 
Paul Tay design. In 1956, Carl and Geraldine 
Darrow commissioned Tay to design  this 
three bedroom home with an abundance 

Nearly Lost, Hopefully Found (Continued from page 1) 

Doug&Rochelle RE/MAX Real Estate
S p e c i a l i S t S

SoCalModern.com
RanchoStyle.com CalBungalow.com

Realtors with a passion for architecture.

562-627-1001

Members of Long Beach  

Heritage and the 

Historical Society of 

Long Beach visit the Carl 

Darrow House, From left 

to right, Louise Ivers, 

Jon Glasgow, Rochelle 

Kramer, Mary Kay Not-

tage, Charlotte Mitchell, 

Julie Bartolotto, David 

Behrendt (owner), Karen 

Highberger, Kaye Briegel 

and Maureen Neeley.

Chicago  bank lobby. Later, the home was 
sold to William and Thelma Peoples. Michelle 
even tracked down Paul Tay, who now lives 
in Mendocino. He instantly remembered the 
house and those first owners.

Hot on the trail, Michelle then called Ju-
lie Bartolotto of the Historical Society of Long 
Beach, who reached out to Long Beach 
Heritage, knowing that  LBH had recently 
given Paul Tay an excellence in Architec-
ture award. On a warm August evening, 
representatives from HSLB, LBH, the Cultural 
Heritage Commission, and the AIA-South Bay 
converged on this well-designed, pristinely 
intact Mid-Century home in the Wrigley dis-
trict to hear Michelle and David’s story. These 
outreach efforts convinced the Behrendts to 
call off the demolition team. They are putting 
the home back on the market, for although 
the unaltered house is not right for the needs 

of Dave›s dad, they recognize that this will 
be the perfect home for the right buyer and 
have come to appreciate its unique design. 
A big thanks, too, to the consortium of pres-
ervationists and professionals  who respond-
ed to Rochelle and Julie’s call.

of cleverly conceived storage, built-in draw-
ers, radiant floor heat, custom paneling and 
custom  lighting. The highlight of the mas-
ter bath  was a tub of  green terrazzo, with 
the  terrazzo climbing three-fourths of the 
way up the wall. It must be like bathing in a 

This Mid-Century home 

is located in the Wrigley 

district of Long Beach.
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LBH Membership
Long Beach Heritage is a non-profit education and advocacy group promoting public 
knowledge and preservation of significant historic and architectural resources, neighbor-
hoods and the cultural heritage of Long Beach. Dues are due on May 1st each year.

Name __  __________  _______________________________________________________________________

Address _  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City __  ____________________________________________________________  Zip ____________________

Telephone______________________________________________________________________________

  Call me with information on how I can  
 participate in LBH as a volunteer
  Heritage Student/Senior $ 30
  Heritage Friend $ 45
  Heritage Household $ 75
  Heritage Preservationist $100
  Heritage Contributor $250
  Heritage Patron $500
  Heritage Associate $750
  Heritage Sustainer $1,000
  Heritage Benefactor $2,000
  New member ______________________

Long Beach Heritage
Newsletter editor: Louise Ivers
Layout: John Lionel Pierce

P.O. Box 92521, Long Beach, CA 90809
Telephone: (562) 493-7019
email: preservation@lbheritage.org
Website: www.lbheritage.org

Make your check payable to:

Long Beach Heritage
P.O. Box 92521

Long Beach, CA 90809

Telephone/Fax (562) 493-7019

email: preservation@lbheritage.org

Website: www.lbheritage.org

Non-Profit
Organization
u.S. Postage

PAID
Long Beach, CA
Permit No. 5046Post Office Box 92521

Long Beach, CA 90809-2521

Calendar  

Historic Tile Tour  October 25
LBH executive Committee October 27 
Wedding Reception  
at Bembridge  November 22
LBH Board Meeting November 24 
Victorian Christmas  
at Bembridge  December 7 
LBH Board Meeting January 25
Awards Benefit  February 26

Walking tours
Downtown on the 3rd Saturday at 9 a.m. 
east Village on the 2nd Saturday at 10 a.m.
Bembridge every Tuesday and on the  
4th Saturday at 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.


